
Early Childhood Education 
 
 
Standard 1. Promoting Child Development and Learning 
Candidates use their understanding of young children’s characteristics and needs, and of 
multiple interacting influences on children’s development and learning, to create 
environments that are healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging for all children. 

Elements Indicators 
1a: Knowing and understanding 
young children’s characteristics and 
needs 

 
Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential 
understanding of young children’s characteristics 
and needs.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work reflects current, 
research-based knowledge in most respects; 
candidates are knowledgeable about development in 
all areas and can give examples of interrelationships 
among developmental areas. 
 

1b: Knowing and understanding the 
multiple influences on development 
and learning 

 
Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential 
understanding of the multiple influences on young 
children’s development and learning.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows that they can 
describe the nature of these influences and 
understand that influences may interact in complex 
ways. Their work demonstrates familiarity with the 
most well known early intervention programs, and 
they can cite research about the influence of these 
programs on child outcomes. 

1c: Using developmental knowledge 
to create healthy, respectful, 
supportive, and challenging learning 
environments 

 
Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to apply child 
development knowledge in creating learning 
environments that are healthy, respectful, supportive,
and challenging.  
 
As a result of these experiences, candidates’ work 
shows that they can describe the essentials of 
developmental research and the principles that they 
are using as a basis for creating effective learning 
environments. There is adequate evidence that the 
environments created by these candidates support 
children’s health, respect their culture and 
individuality, promote positive development, and 
challenge children to gain new competencies. 

 
 
Standard 2. Building Family and Community Relationships 
Candidates know about, understand, and value the importance and complex characteristics 



of children’s families and communities. They use this understanding to create respectful, 
reciprocal relationships that support and empower families, and to involve all families in their 
children’s development and learning. 

 
Elements Indicators 

2a: Knowing about and 
understanding family and community 
characteristics 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential 
understanding of family and community 
characteristics as they affect early childhood 
practice.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows general 
knowledge of family theory and research, and it 
shows that candidates can identify a variety of 
family and community factors as they impact young 
children’s lives. Candidates demonstrate that they 
know the significant characteristics of the families 
and communities in which they are practicing. 

2b: Supporting and empowering 
families and communities through 
respectful, reciprocal relationships 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential 
understanding and skills in using respectful, 
reciprocal relationships to support and empower 
families.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows that they can 
describe how to use knowledge of families’ goals, 
language and culture, and individual characteristics 
to build these relationships. Candidates apply their 
knowledge in using varied family communication 
strategies including technology; in linking families 
with key community resources; and in accessing 
information about other resources as needed. 

2c: Involving families and 
communities in their children’s 
development and learning 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential 
understanding and skills concerning family and 
community involvement.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows that they can 
articulate theory and research to support the 
concept that families are young children’s primary 
teachers, and that family and community 
involvement are critical to successful early learning. 
Their knowledge is shown in their varied 
approaches to family and community involvement, 
and their modification of approaches when their first 
attempts are not successful. 

 
 
Standard 3. Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children and 
Families 
Candidates know about and understand the goals, benefits, and uses of assessment. They 
know about and use systematic observations, documentation, and other effective 
assessment strategies in a responsible way, in partnership with families and other 



professionals, to support children’s development and learning.  

Elements Indicators 
3a: Understanding the goals, 
benefits, and uses of assessment 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential 
understanding of the goals, benefits, and uses of 
assessment.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows knowledge of 
the important goals of early childhood assessment. 
Their work generally shows alignment between 
goals, curriculum, teaching strategies, and 
assessments. In their work, candidates explain how 
assessment may be used in positive ways, and they 
also explain how inappropriate assessment may 
harm children and families. 

3b: Knowing about and using  
observation, documentation, and 
other appropriate assessment tools 
and approaches 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain 
essential understanding and skills concerning 
appropriate assessment tools and approaches.  
 
As a result of these opportunities, candidates’ work 
shows research-based knowledge and basic 
competence in observation, documentation, and 
other assessment tools. Their work reflects essential 
knowledge of the characteristics, strengths, 
limitations, and appropriate uses of the most 
frequently used assessment tools and approaches, 
including approaches for children with disabilities 
and culturally and linguistically diverse children. 
Candidates demonstrate essential skills in using 
assessments, interpreting assessment results, 
making referrals, and using assessment information 
to influence practice. 

3c: Understanding and practicing 
responsible assessment 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential 
understanding and skills concerning the concept of 
responsible assessment.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows that they can 
identify current educational, legal, and ethical issues 
with respect to assessment practices. Candidates 
can provide examples of responsible as well as 
irresponsible assessment. In their practice, they 
apply responsible assessment practices when 
working with diverse children. 

3d: Knowing about assessment 
partnerships with families and other 
professionals 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential 
understanding of assessment partnerships involving 
families and other professionals.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work articulates the research 



and legal base that supports these partnerships. 
Candidates demonstrate core skills in team building 
and in communication with families and other 
professionals around assessment issues. 

 
Standard 4. Teaching and Learning 
Candidates integrate their understanding of and relationships with children and families; their 
understanding of developmentally effective approaches to teaching and learning; and their 
knowledge of academic disciplines, to design, implement, and evaluate experiences that 
promote positive development and learning for all children. 

Elements Indicators 
4a: Knowing, understanding, and 
using positive relationships and 
supportive interactions 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain knowledge and 
skill in building positive relationships and supportive 
interactions.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows essential 
knowledge of theory and research underlying the 
early childhood field’s focus on relationships and 
interactions. They know the importance of creating 
relationships with all children, as seen in their 
competent, beginning skills in relationship building 
with diverse children and families. 
 

4b: Knowing, understanding, and 
using appropriate, effective 
approaches and strategies for early 
education 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain knowledge and 
skill in how to support development and learning 
through a wide range of approaches and strategies. 
 
As a result, candidates’ work demonstrates each of 
the following approaches and strategies with 
competence and with knowledge of the underlying 
theory and research: fostering oral language and 
communication; drawing from a continuum of 
teaching strategies; making the most of 
environments and routines; capitalizing on incidental 
teaching; focusing on children’s characteristics, 
needs, and interests; linking children’s language and 
culture to the early childhood program; teaching 
through social interactions; creating support for play; 
addressing children’s challenging behaviors; 
supporting learning through technology; and using 
integrative approaches to curriculum. 

4c: Knowing and understanding the 
importance, central concepts, inquiry 
tools, and structures of content areas 
or academic disciplines 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential 
knowledge and skill in each content area: language 
and literacy; the arts; mathematics; physical activity 
and physical education; science; and social studies, 
with special depth in the areas of language and 
literacy and mathematics.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows knowledge of 
the theories and research underlying the early 



childhood field’s focus on content, both in general 
and with respect to each content area, including 
academic subjects. Taking developmental and 
individual differences into account, candidates’ work 
shows that they use this knowledge to articulate 
priorities for high quality, meaningful experiences in 
each content area, with desired outcomes for 
children that connect with professional standards 
and resources. 
 
Candidates are familiar with authoritative resources 
to supplement their own content knowledge. 

4d: Using own knowledge and other 
resources to design, implement, and 
evaluate meaningful, challenging 
curriculum to promote positive 
outcomes 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain essential skill in 
designing, implementing, and evaluating meaningful, 
challenging, curriculum.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows ability to 
integrate multiple areas of knowledge in curriculum 
design, with successful focus on building security 
and self-regulation; problem-solving and thinking 
skills, and academic and social competence. 
 
Candidates’ curriculum development takes 
into account children’s developmental, individual, 
and cultural characteristics, and it makes use of 
reflective, ongoing evaluation. Candidates’ 
curriculum development is characterized by use of 
high quality professional resources to supplement 
and inform their own understanding. 

 
Standard 5. Becoming a Professional 
 
Candidates identify and conduct themselves as members of the early childhood profession. 
They know and use ethical guidelines and other professional standards related to early 
childhood practice. They are continuous, collaborative learners who demonstrate 
knowledgeable, reflective, and critical perspectives on their work, making informed decisions 
that integrate knowledge from a variety of sources. They are informed advocates for sound 
educational practices and policies. 

Elements Indicators 
5a: Identifying and involving oneself 
with the early childhood field 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to gain a beginning 
identification with and involvement in the early 
childhood field.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows an 
understanding of the early childhood field as a 
distinctive profession and of the essentials of its 
history. In their work, candidates demonstrate 
understanding of their own emerging professional 
roles and the possibilities, opportunities, and 
challenges within the early childhood field. They 
show some evidence of active involvement in the 



profession. 
5b: Knowing about and upholding 
ethical standards and other 
professional guidelines 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to learn about and 
practice upholding the field’s ethical standards and 
other professional guidelines.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows essential 
knowledge of NAEYC’s Code of Ethical Conduct, as 
seen in citations of examples of how the Code may 
be used to analyze and resolve ethical dilemmas. 
Candidates are familiar with relevant legal standards 
and other professional guidelines and can apply 
these in practice. 

5c: Engaging in continuous, 
collaborative learning to inform 
practice 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to become continuous, 
collaborative learners.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows evidence of an 
orientation toward inquiry and self-motivation, 
combined with involvement and beginning skills in 
collaborative learning, including collaboration across 
disciplines and in inclusive settings. Candidates’ 
work shows positive effects of this learning 
orientation, in their practice and in effects on 
children. 

5d: Integrating knowledgeable, 
reflective, and critical perspectives on 
early education 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to construct and apply 
knowledgeable, reflective, and critical perspectives 
on their field.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows essential 
understanding of the field’s central issues, 
standards, and research findings. In their work, 
candidates analyze and reflect upon their practice 
and demonstrate critical thinking about the issues in 
the field and an understanding of the value of 
dialogue in resolving differences. Candidates’ work 
shows positive effects of these professional 
perspectives, in their practice and in effects on 
children. 

5e: Engaging in informed advocacy 
for children and the profession 

Candidates are provided with multiple, 
developmental opportunities to develop early 
childhood advocacy skills.  
 
As a result, candidates’ work shows essential 
knowledge of the central policy issues in the field, as 
seen in their discussions of ethical and societal 
issues in early education. In their work, candidates 
can outline how public policies are developed at the 
state and federal levels. Candidates possess 
beginning advocacy skills, including written and 
verbal communication and collaboration. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


